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The "Soundproof" Library at NPS 
NPS didn't get its first purpose-built academic library until 1971, nearly twenty years 
after the move to Monterey. Initially set up in Herrmann Hall, the research collection 
moved to Root Hall in 1954, "temporarily".  Joking comments about bureaucratic 
slowness aside, when it was done, the beautiful new building would be worth the wait, 
with "fully luminous ceilings", modern study spaces featuring "audiovisual circuits" and a 
large, convenient parking lot. 
But where were the windows? “[O]ur design concept provides for a semi-monumental 
structure which utilizes natural concrete exterior walls,” architect Nick Primiani explained 
to a local reporter. DKL's thick walls were said to be "virtually soundproof". Libraries are 
expected to be more or less quiet... but why "soundproof"?   
Well, most libraries didn't have a full-scale airfield as a next-door neighbor, as NPS did 
in 1971, and it wasn't a sure thing then that the expected cloistered atmosphere of 
serious study would survive the noise of low-flying military planes overhead. 
Dudley Knox Library is busier, 
bigger, and more popular than 
ever, today.  It's far from 
"soundproof", but we'd like to 
think it's the heart of the NPS 
campus.  Come by and hear 
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